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What is claimed is; 

1. \ An electronic camera having a continuous shooting 
function, comprising: 

an\ image capturing unit that captures a subject 
image ; 

a setting unit that sets operating parameters related 
to image processing performed during image capturing ,- 

a resolution conversion unit that performs resolution 
conversion in image data of an image captured by said 
image capturing unit in correspondence to a resolution set 
at said setting unit; 

an image compression unit that performs image 
compression on \image data converted by said resolution 
conversion unit \in correspondence to a compression factor 
set at said setting unit; and 

a continuous! shooting unit that performs continuous 
shooting of a subiect image by continuously driving said 
image capturing unit, said resolution conversion unit and 
said image compression unit, wherein: 

said resolution conversion unit is capable of 
performing resolutioh conversion at least at a high 
resolution and at a Ipw resolution that is lower than the 
high resolution; 

said image compression unit is capable of performing 
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image compression at least at a low compression factor and 
at a high compression factor that is higher than the low 
compression factor; and 

wh\en said continuous shooting unit executes 
continuous shooting, said image compression unit performs 
image compression at the high compression factor if the 
resolution iat said resolution conversion unit is set to 
the low resolution. 



10 2. An electronic camera having a continuous shooting 
function according to claim 1, wherein: 

an instruction unit that issues instructions to 
ensure that said \resolu tion conversion unit performs 
resolution conversion at the low resolution and said image 

15 compression unit performs image compression at the high 

compression f actor , \ without having to change settings for 
the resolution and Vhe compression factor that have been 
set by said setting unit, is provided; and 

when said continuous shooting unit executes 

\ 

20 continuous shooting, said resolution conversion unit 

performs resolution conversion at the low resolution and 
said image compression unit performs image compression at 
the high compression factor in conformance to instructions 
issued at said instructio\n unit. 

25 



31 



3. Aji electronic camera having a continuous shooting 
function, comprising: 

an\image capturing unit that captures a subject 
image ; 

5 a seating unit that sets operating parameters related 

to image processing performed during image capturing; 

a resolution conversion unit that performs resolution 
conversion on image data of an image captured by said 
image capturing unit in correspondence to a resolution set 
10 at said settiing unit; 

an image! compression unit that performs image 
compression on\ image data converted by said resolution 
conversion unit in correspondence to a compression factor 
set at said setting unit; and 
15 a continuous shooting unit that performs continuous 

shooting of a subject image by continuously driving said 
image capturing unit, said resolution conversion unit and 
said image compression unit, wherein: 

said resolution conversion unit is capable of 
20 performing resolution conversion at least at a high 

resolution and at >a low resolution that is lower than the 
high resolution; 

said image compression unit is capable of performing 
image compression ati least at a low compression factor and 



25 at a high compressio 



n factor that is higher than the low 
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compression factor; and 

when said continuous shooting unit executes 
continuous shooting, said resolution conversion unit 
performs resolution conversion at the low resolution if 
5 the compression factor at said image compression unit is 
set to the high compression factor. 

4. An electronic camera having a continuous shooting 
function according to claim 3, wherein: 

10 an instruction unit that issues instructions to 

ensure that saifcl resolution conversion unit performs 
resolution conversion at the low resolution and said image 
compression unit \performs image compression at the high 
compression factor, without having to change settings for 

15 the resolution and! the compression factor that have been 
set by said setting unit, is provided; and 

when said continuous shooting unit executes 
continuous shootingl said resolution conversion unit 
performs resolution conversion at the low resolution and 

20 said image compression unit performs image compression at 
the high compression! factor in conformance to instructions 
issued at said instruction unit. 



5. An electronic cajnera having a continuous shooting 
25 function, comprising:/ 
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an \l mage capturing unit that captures a subject 
image ; 

a setting unit that sets operating parameters related 
to image processing performed during image capturing; 

a resolution conversion unit that performs resolution 
conversxon c\n image data of an image captured by said 
image capturing unit in correspondence to a resolution set 
at said setting unit; 

an image \ compression unit that performs image 
10 compression on\ image data converted by said resolution 

conversion unin in correspondence to a compression factor 
set at said setting unit; and 

a continuous shooting unit that performs continuous 
shooting of a subject image by continuously driving said 
15 image capturing Unit, said resolution conversion unit and 
said image compression unit, wherein: 

said setting unit is capable of setting a continuous 
shooting speed atl said continuous shooting unit at least 
at a normal speed |and at a high speed that is higher than 
2 0 the normal speed; 

said resolution conversion unit is capable of 
performing resolutipn conversion at least at a high 
resolution and at a low resolution that is lower than the 
high resolution; 
25 said image compression unit is capable of performing 
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image compression at least at a low compression factor and 
a high compression factor that is higher than the low 
compression^ factor; and 

when said continuous shooting unit executes 
5 continuous shooting, said resolution conversion unit 

performs resolution conversion at the low resolution and 
said image compression unit performs image compression at 
the high compression factor if the continuous shooting 
speed is set to the high speed. 

10 \ 

6. An electronic camera having a continuous shooting 
function according to claim 3, wherein: 

an instruction unit that issues instructions to 
ensure that said resolution conversion unit performs 

15 resolution conversion a\t the low resolution and said image 
compression unit performs image compression at the high 
compression factor, without having to change settings for 
the resolution and the compression factor that have been 
set by said setting unit, \ is provided; and 

20 when said continuous \shooting unit executes 

continuous shooting and the continuous shooting speed is 
set to the high speed, said\ resolution conversion unit 
performs resolution conversion at the low resolution and 
said image compression unit performs image compression at 

25 the high compression factor im conformance to instructions 
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issued at said instruction unit. 

7 . An electronic camera having a continuous shooting 
function, comprising: 
5 an image\ capturing unit that captures a subject 

image; \ 

a setting uiiit that sets operating parameters related 
to image processing performed during image capturing; 

a resolution conversion unit that performs resolution 
10 conversion on image aata of an image captured by said 

image capturing unit in correspondence to a resolution set 
at said setting unit; \ 

an image compression unit that performs image 
compression on image data converted by said resolution 
15 conversion unit in correspondence to a compression factor 
set at said setting unit; and 

a continuous shooting unit that performs continuous 
shooting of a subject image bi continuously driving said 
image capturing unit, said resolution conversion unit and 
20 said image compression unit, wherein: 

said resolution conversion ujiit is capable of 
performing resolution conversion aV least at a high 
resolution and at a low resolution tthat is lower than the 
high resolution; \ 
25 said image compression unit is capable of performing 
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image^compression at least at a low compression factor and 
at a high compression factor that is higher than the low 
compression factor ; and 

when said continuous shooting unit executes 
5 continuous shooting, said resolution conversion unit 

performs resolution conversion at the low resolution and 
said image \compression unit performs image compression at 
the high compression factor. 

10 8. An electronic camera having a continuous shooting 
function according to claim 7, wherein: 

an instruction unit that issues instructions to 
ensure that saia resolution conversion unit performs 
resolution conversion at the low resolution and said image 

15 compression unit iperforms image compression at the high 

compression factor, without having to change settings for 
the resolution and! the compression factor that have been 
set by said setting unit, is provided; and 

when said continuous shooting unit executes 

I 

20 continuous shooting! said resolution conversion unit 

performs resolution Iconversion at the low resolution and 
said image compression unit performs image compression at 
the high compression pctor in conformance to instructions 
issued at said instruction unit. 
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